502  MEN AND EVENTS OF MY TIME IN INDIA.    CHAP. xxi.

during the last decade. .British rule being what it is, the
presence of Europeans in all, or almost all, the important posts
is absolutely essential, and must necessarily bar a career of the
best sort for the educated Natives, who, seeing this, must
sooner or later become dissatisfied. This disadvantage under
our Government is being, and may yet further be, mitigated,
but cannot be wholly avoided. Nor does this fact, per se, prove
any superiority on behalf of the Native States over British
rule. Tor it is the British paramount power that enables the
Native States to be what they are; without the aegis of Eng-
land, they would relapse into the barbarism whereby education
is stamped out under the iron heel of violence and careers are
closed to all save the stalwart.

Socially, the educated Natives probably are discontented at
not being admitted more than they are to European society in
India. But they will doubtless secure this admission more and
more, as they become qualified for it. On the other hand,
Europeans have been in a still stricter degree debarred from
Native society. But as the dominion of caste recedes and as
Native ladies become educated, there may possibly be a social
union between Europeans and Indians such as no previous era
has witnessed.

The educated Natives will ask for much that the Government
can concede, sucli as improved status and emoluments in the
public service, besides opportunities of influential useful-
ness by serving in honorary capacities for the welfare of the
community as gentlemen serve in England. The progress, which
the Government has secured for them in these directions
within the last generation, is an earnest of similar benefits to
come* It is to be hoped that they will entreat the Govern-
ment to give a more practical turn to several branches of the
higher education, and to impart vscientific instruction more
largely and efficiently than heretofore, so that they may acquire
the knowledge necessary for carving out new careers.

Our object should be to educate the character as well as the
intellect, teaching the non-official Natives to feol public spirit
and the official Natives to boar responsibility. Hitherto we